PREFACE
THIS book has been written with a special purpose and
a special audience in view It had its origin m the sugges-
tions of certain educationists that there was a pressing need
for an up-to-date introductory survey of the USSR to
assist teachers in spreading a fuller knowledge of the
country that is now our ally than has been usual hitherto
Hence it was as a somewhat hurried answer to an apparently
insistent demand of the present situation that this book
was written, with the intention, first of providing merely
an introduction to fuller studies, secondly of addressing
primarily children and young persons One may hope
that, if any of maturer years and knowledge should chance
to read it, they will bear this consideration in mind in
counting the author's omissions If the book succeeds
only a little in extending sympathy and understanding
between the young people of this country and of the U S S R
it will have made some contribution to the cause of the
United Nations in war, and to the building afterwards of
an enduring peace
M H D.
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